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Recession Wonôt Stop History Makers 

By Nameka R. Bates 
Acting Director, Bruce D. Nesbitt African American Cultural Center  
University of Illinois at Urbana -Champaign 
 
In this difficult budget cycle and those to come, as Directors we must make critical decisions re-
garding expenditures.  There were two things that were non-negotiable in my mind: jobs and tak-
ing our students to be a part of the inauguration of the 1st African American President, Barack 
Obama.  We at the Bruce D. Nesbitt African American Cultural Center are very blessed to be in the 
position to make a decision that changed forever the lives of the forty-four students who attended 
the trip.  The support of our Vice Chancellor, Richard Herman, made this decision not only possi-
ble but easy, and we are indeed grateful.  So, on January 17th at 8:00am, we embarked upon the 
journey of a lifetime.  Femi Masha, a junior majoring in Chemistry, remembered the first event 
and states, 
 
 It was great to see Barack Obama live in person. I know it has been said before, but 
when you see him, he really is the face of hope. Everyone was excited anytime his face appeared 
on the big screen. When he addressed the crowd with a speech, everyone listened in perfect si-
lence. It was just great to see Blacks, Whites, Latinos, Asians, Europeans and Africans come to-
gether to show support for the same purpose and support this one great person, Barack Obama.  
 
As this is my first opportunity to write about our experience, I describe it as a beautiful exhaus-
tion.  Our minds could not be prepared for the fast -paced schedule, walking, and lack of sleep we 
would get over those few days.  I recall taking several videos to view on our trip; however, we only 
watched a few as we took every opportunity to catch some sleep on the trips back and forth from 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania to Washington, DC.  We had the privilege of attending the Welcome 
Ceremony at the Lincoln Memorial, participated in the Call to Service by President Obama with 
the Young and Powerful ñFeed the Homelessò at the Martin Luther King Library downtown Wash-
ington, DC, a political forum hosted by Jeff Johnson at Howard University, and were amongst the 
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Knox College students collectively 
watched President Obamaôs inau-
guration in at least three places, 
one of which was Professor Fred 
Hordôs Introduction to Black Stud-
ies class. (ABCC work-study stu-
dents, Krystle Liggins and Nommo  
student editor, Monica Prince, 
joined the celebration.) After the 
inaugural event, Hord raised ques-
tions about its meaning, and stu-
dents shared their views. Earlier, 
students reviewed a New York 
Times article on the implications of 
a Black Presidency.  
 
Photo taken by Robin Mahung, 
ABCC work-study student. 
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ABCC Presidentôs Corner 
Dr. Willena Kimpson -Price, President  
Director, H. Fred Simons African American Culture Center  
University of Connecticut  

Greetings to all: 
We are privileged to be living in an amaz-
ing time in history.  It was just 83 years 
ago that Carter G. Woodson, a Harvard 
trained historian, founded the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and History 
(ASNLH) and conceived Negro History 
Week in 1925. The event was first cele-
brated in February 1926 in the week of the 
birthdays of both Abraham Lincoln and 
Frederick Douglas. 
 
Carter G. Woodson died in 1950 and, by 
that time, Negro History Month had be-
come an integral observance in African 
American life.  In 1976, the President of 
The United States urged Americans to 
honor the too often neglected accomplish-
ments of Black Americans in every area of 
endeavor throughout our history. That 
year, fifty years after the first celebration, 
the ASNLH held the first African Ameri-
can History Month Observance. 

 
In February 2009, in spite of dire economic conditions, in spite of record unemployment in the 
US, particularly in the Black community, in spite of huge disparities in the economic and edu-
cational levels of Blacks and the majority population, African Americans continue to prevail.     
 
Who would have thought that the America of several centuries of slavery, an America of a tragi-
cally segregated past, could usher in an era of a new America, an America with an African 
American President of the United States of America?  Yes we did!   

Dr. Willena Kimpson-Price 

Director, H. Fred Simons African American Cul-

tural Center 

University of Connecticut 

ABCC Executive Directorôs Report 
Dr. Fred Hord, Executive Director and Founder  
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This special issue of Nommo  is a first; we shall also publish the traditional late spring 
and conference issues. As we approach the twentieth anniversary of the ABCC inaugural 
conference, it seems appropriate to share highlights of the November annual conference at 
Rutgers University, divulge some recent Center activities related to the election/
inauguration of the first Black President of the United States of America, and identify the 
current work being done at our national headquarters.  

The 2008 conference at Rutgers University had several highlights. First, the following 
ABCC officers were installed: President ï Dr. Willena Kimpson Price (University of Con-
necticut); Vice President ï Todd McFadden (West Virginia University); Secretary ï Tashia 
Bradley (Berea College); Treasurer ï Candace McDowell (University of Wisconsin); and 
Griot ï Dr. Tim Lake (Wabash College). Second, the well-known keynote speakers were a 
special treat for conferees. They were George Curry, Dr. Rosalyn Terborg Penn, and Paula 
Giddings. Their presentations and the subsequent question/answer periods were certainly 
provocative. Third, the largest plenary sessions featured women Directors of Centers and 
Hip Hop Culture. The Directors were Marjorie Fuller (West Virginia University), Dean 
Pamela George (Yale University), and Dr. Carolyn Princes (Indiana University-
Pennsylvania). The Hip Hop plenary was led by Bakari Kitwana, one of the most prominent 
theorists over the last fifteen years. In addition, the Board confirmed the co -national sites 
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for the next year to be Knox College and North 
Carolina State University.  

This year, in addition to the traditional 
January Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. celebra-
tions of many Centers, there was a national 
outburst of ceremonies to commemorate the 
inauguration of President Barack Obama, this 
countryôs first Black President. (In November, 
some Centers set up special viewings of the 
elections.) An inauguration ball at West Vir-
ginia University, sponsored alone by their Cen-
ter for Black Culture and Research, drew about 
three hundred people. Marjorie Fuller is Direc-
tor of that Center, and Todd Mc Fadden is its 
Associate Director. At Knox College, students 
watched the inauguration together in my 
crowded classroom, and discussed its mean-
ings. Another group of students enjoyed the 
historic occasion at the A.B.L.E. (Allied Blacks 
for Liberty and Equality) Culture Center.  

Finally, significant work continues at the 
national site of Knox College, both in consulta-
tion with some ABCC Board members and in 
response to earlier decisions by the Board. Sev-

eral initiatives have been key to the last three 
months. First, working with the President and 
Vice-President, we have taken another look at 
the application requirements for the Board; it 
will further strengthen our national Board. 
Second, as always at the beginning of the year, 
we reassess and modify our largest database so 
that it is available for institutional members. 
As a part of that effort, we reexamine the num-
ber of Centers that qualify for our website list 
of Members and other Active Centersðthat list 
now exceeds one hundred and fifty. Third, to 
address the Boardôs belief that we should iden-
tify conference sites for at least five years in 
advance. The Executive Assistants have in-
vested a great deal of time in the past month to 
communicate with potential co -hosts, and 
should be able to announce the sites for the 
next five years right after our spring Board 
meeting. Fourth, we have added two new fea-
tures to our website: links to information on 
Black history and culture, and links to Black 
History Month activities of some Centers. 
Fifth, we have worked closely with the Vice-
President to strengthen our independent 
speakers bureau (The Kuumba Programming 
Series), and to increase membership. 

In addition to the above, we have mailed 
out conference newsletters to those Centers of 
our Cadre who were not at the annual event; 
we continue to work with Board member Larry 
Williamson (Ohio State University) to consoli-
date plans for an international regional base in 
Jamaica; we continue to encourage Centers to 
launch or move forward with their accredita-
tion plans; and we both seek out and respond 
to Centers that want to join the ABCC for the 
first time or to resume membership. And, it 
should be mentioned that Dr. Francis Dorsey 
(Former ABCC President, Kent State Univer-
sity) and I have moved forward with our idea 
of combining our personal repositories of DVD 
and VHS materials on Black culture. Our work-
study students at Knox are indispensable to all 
that we do as well as are the resources that 
North Carolina State University provides.  

The ABCC Board and the staff at Knox 
College invite you to share this special issue, 
and to let us know if it would serve your pur-
poses if we published this issue of Nommo  
every year in addition to our traditional ones.  

Dr. Fred L. Hord  
Executive Director and Founder of the ABCC 

The new co-national sites 
for the headquarters of the 

ABCC: Knox College in 
Galesburg, Illinois, and 

North Carolina State Uni-
versity in Raleigh, North 

Carolina. 


